probably have done so if we had acted differently. Cases in which small bodies enter high in the head or neck and finish low down seem to do well for a day or two, but then they have a high temperature and a running pulse with extraordinary fluctuations, and asymmetry of pupils, and die of abscess round the vagus, the process involving also the sympathetic. I do not think it is safe to leave foreign bodies in the neck at all. As in civil cases you get ulceration of the carotid sheath by leaving a tube in the neck three or four days, how can it be safe to leave shrapnel in that neighbourhood ? It seems to me quite wrong.
Mr. MARK HOVELL. I think it is an opportune occasion to call attention to the use of the term " functional aphonia." I do not want'to carp at those who have used the term, as it is an accepted term, although obviously incorrect. The function of the voice is to produce sound, therefore want of sound cannot be functional. I suggest as an alternative the term " neurasthenic aphonia" to distinguish it from loss of voice due to obvious injury or a definite nerve lesion. The term being incorrect, I think it is for our Section to say so, and to bring about reform. The incorrect term is copied from text-book to text-book, and thus becomes of common use.
The PRESIDENT.
I wish in the first place to condemn any arrangement whereby patients suffering from neuroses of the larynx are placed under a medical man who cannot make laryngeal examination, or who, without such an examination, proceeds to carry out treatment. Dr. Jobson Horne's remarks lead me to say that many of our aphonic soldiers are not suffering from a functional neurosis but from the results of laryngitis caused by cold or gas, or from weakness, exhaustion, early tuberculosis, or organic paralysis, or they may be simulating.
During acute laryngitis, some patients whisper in order to conserve their voices, and after the inflammation has subsided the aphonia persists until they are taught how to overcome it. A partial knowledge of this fact is taken advantage of by a few men who pretend to be voiceless, and it is difficult to distinguish this condition from real aphonia: they usually capitulate, however, to faradism or painting the larynx.
Aphonia may also be due to a variety of laryngitis which has not
